Hello Big and Little Braves of the South Hills Indian Guides Program!  

I hope everyone had a great summer!  I’m sure you are all ready for another fun-filled year in the program, as are my Little Braves and I.  This will be our third year in the Bethel Park Shawnee Tribe, and this will be my second year serving the program as Longhouse Chief.  I learned a lot during my first year, and felt that I might be able to help the program along further in a second year with the experience under my belt.  I’m confident that lessons learned from last year can help us as a Longhouse to improve the experiences of this year and beyond!  
One of my personal primary goals for this upcoming year will be to emphasize the criticality of volunteerism by the Big and Little Braves throughout the program to help it continue to thrive.  You will be hearing this message from me a lot as there is so much good that comes from this as I have witnessed:  Big Braves that feel more connected, closer bonds with the event volunteers, a sense of good purpose that is gained, and a realization that it is REALLY, MOSTLY the time and effort put-in by the families from year to year that actually keep this thing going!  Not to undermine the great work and support offered by Dan Sloan and the YMCA office, but most of what you enjoy from event-to-event is brought together by cooperation and a little bit of time commitment among us Big Braves friends across the “Nations”.  Our Nation Chiefs are a primary example of that and I want to put out a big HEEP HOW to each of them (you know who you are) and ask that all of the Tribes honor their respective Nation Chiefs throughout the year with praise AND help when they call for it!

Please keep up to date on the events of the upcoming year by checking the Smoke Signals website and watching out for the communication emails coming down from the Nation Chiefs after upon conclusion of our monthly Longhouse meetings.  

We’ll be kicking off the season with the Fall Family Picnic on September 24th (details on the website or in the flyer), so please mark that date and remember it is a Recruitment Event and we want prospective recruits to come to witness a lot of the kind of fun that the program offers.  

We’re in the thick of the recruitment season and a great collaborative effort between the Indian Princess and Guides program has yielded more school visits and posters in all of the local communities. We hope to reap the benefits come early October in the results of new Tribes and will update on that during our first campout at Kon-O-Kwee 11/4 – 6. 

As always, feel free to contact me or approach me anytime we are all together.  I met a lot of new friends in the program last year and hope to double or triple that again this year!  My Little Braves and I again look forward to a lot of memory-making fun this upcoming year!  
Pals Forever/Friends Always!

Storm Chaser, Hurricane, and Tsunami

(Bill, Jacob, and Johsua)

